[A Retrospective Analysis of Epiphora Due to Docetaxel].
Docetaxel is an antineoplastic agent used to treat breast cancer and several other types of cancer. Typical adverse drug reactions with docetaxel include myelosuppression and edema, but there have also been numerous reports of eye disorders, such as epiphora and lacrimal duct obstruction. Reports from Japan on such reactions, however, are limited; the duration and frequency of their appearance and other factors have not been elucidated. Since this information would be useful in routine medical practice, we conducted a retrospective analysis of epiphora due to docetaxel. Of the 48 breast cancer patients who commenced new 3-weekly docetaxel dosage regimens during the study period, 6 (12.5%) presented with epiphora. The patients with epiphora were receiving docetaxel at a significantly greater dose intensity (mg/m 2/3 weeks) than those in whom epiphora did not present (72.7 vs 67.1, p=0.0427). The timing of the reaction had no fixed pattern, and the symptoms were reversible in all cases, recorded as Grade 1 or 2. Thus, epiphora due to docetaxel during a 3-weekly dosage regimen presented rather frequently in Japanese patients, and the symptoms were reversible and mild. We found that greater dose intensity might be a risk factor for epiphora. More detailed studies that include data from a large number of facilities should be conducted in the future.